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Professor Joshua Lederberg 
Stanford University Medical Center 
Palo Alto, California 

Dear Professor Le.derberg: 

Dr. Martin J. Griffin of the du Pont Company has asked me to write 
to you concerning his application for a post-doctoral position in your labora- 
tory. 

As you undoubtedly know, Dr. Griffin received his Ph. D. Degree 
with me in 1960, working in the field of organ0 phosphorus chemistry. Al- 
though his training officially was in chemistry rather than biochemistry, 
here in the Ben May Laboratory he was exposed to considerable biochemical 
and physiological research which probably accounts for his current interest 
in going into the biochemical field. In his graduate research he got off to 
somewhat of a slow start because his undergraduate background was rather 
weak. But he showed a great willingness to learn, a tremendous energy and 
enthusiasm, and a rather remarkable degree of originality. By the time he 
left I felt he was quite competent as a research chemist,and my understanding 
is that he has made a good record with the du Pont Company. 

Martin is a pleasant fellow who gets along well with his colleagues. 
In my opinion he is entirely loyal, honest and trustworthy. All in all, I 
would rate Martin somewhat below the level of our top graduate students, 
but nevertheless quite sound and competent. I know that he will work ex- 
tremely hard for you, and I believe that you will find his performance satis- 
factory. Therefore, I take pleasure in recommending him for your consider- 
ation. 

Yours very truly, 

Professor, Ben May Laboratory 
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